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DISCOURSES: 



THE 

/v>/, lliewing how the Chief Cri- 
ttrions of Philofbphical Trnth^ 
invented by SpecuUtiy^ men, 

. more Emimntly ferve Divlnt Re- 
velation, than either Philofophy or 
Natural Religion* 

THE 

Second^ manifefting how all the VoimJU^ 
tions &f the InteUeBual Worlds viz.. Kea* 
foriy Morality^ Civil Government^ and 

Reiifion^ have been undermined by I 
Popip) DoUrines and Policies. \ 



By 'iho. Mannyngham^ M. A Fellow of 
New Colletke in Oxfordy and Rcdtor of 
Eafi^Tyfted in Hant-jlnre. 



L(7ND0N^ Printed (or ffUL caAtman^ at the 
T^ofts Head in the lower Walk of the New Ex- 
change in the Strand^ 1681. 



Z-^/. /. /SZ. 



To my very Worthy 
and ingenious Friend, 
Mr. 1 homas V aimer ^ 
one of the Honourable 
Members of the laji, 
and of this frefent 
Houfe of Commons* 

Worthy Sir, 

I beg Uaye for thcfe Difcour- 
ies to appear under the Au' 

thorky aiid Friendfliip of 
your Name, as contahiing in 

4 5 them 



I '^ 



The Epiftle 

a*- 

them fome general Remarks 
and Hints in Learning, tvhich 
Ift^ppofe^ may not be altogether 
unfuitahle to your Genius, to 

K 

your natural Inclination for varie* 
ty of Thought "pith fome De- 

« 

cency o/Epreflion. The greats 
eft part of what I noTt? prefent 
youy loas the effort of my younger 
Years, and therefore may appear 
to fome to contain more of the 

warmth of Temper and Ima- 
gination, than of the cooler fe- 

♦ ' * 

renity 



Dedicatory, 
renity of Reafbn and Judg- 
ment J to difcoyer rather a wild 
Range in Learning, an Inno- 
cent Revelling in Philofophy, 
tijan any mature '^^earch into 
Principles,<«?i^ the Cognizances 
fi/^Truth 5 <i«)i compleat Victo- 
ry ,dni Final Triumph oyer Au" 
thors. ^ut let the Opinions of 
JMen he ft>hat they pleafe, I hope 
they will not deter you from Ta, 

tronifmg the (uccefs : Though in 
relation to this fprmerDifcourle, 

A 4 I 



The Epiftle 
J moji wfthout mufh Vmtty jvo« 
mfe you fbmc fecurity, fince it 
has hem already approved by 

* * 

vwch better Judges, than per- 
haps are left to condemn it, 
J am now ^ir retiring from the 
Jf^orld, and that ti^hich always fi^as 
its brighteji Scerie to we, your de* 
pgfytfid Converfation ; and an^ 
therefore willing to leave you^ and 
perhaps a fefif more of my Friends, 
fome little Image, feme faint Re* 
pembrance ofme^in the Eflays 

9f 



Dedicatory, 

♦ ■ 

»/ my younger Studies. I mnft 

confefs^ I have norttf another Tiik 

tf things than what Ifirm^ly ha^^ 

partly my experience in th? World ^ 

and partly the new Ferment of\ 

Irlumors in our Mationy haying 

fahm from me all the Remains 

df an Innocent Ambition, ©ji 

fhe providence o/^God, and the 

free unconditionatc generoficy 

pf that Noble and Loyal fatri- 

pt, Sir John Norton, I am 
comfortably placed w an agreea- 
ble 



The Epiftle 
ble ftation in the Church ; and 
4m now paffionately de firms to 
cotleB my felfy to be known to 
few, to be envy'd by none : If 

eyer I had any eftecm among 
fbme, either through chance or 
the Conlpiracy of Friends, I 
pQuld now be glad to haye my 
Name as Friendly negle(Stcd 
as it it>as firfi raifed j for I al'H^ays 
accounted a great Reputation, 

and a great Infamy to be equal 
Afflidions j and the unknown 

untalk'd 



Eedicatciy. 
iintalk'd of yim to he only 

Pleftr 



tet though 1 am entring into the 
folid (Peace and Contentment o/pri* 
yate life I lea^e you^Sir, engaged 
in the bigheft Sphere of Coun(el 
and A<^ionj hut I leave you 
under a deep fence of the Intereft 
and obligation of the beft Reli- 
gion in the World j a Religion 

out of fiifhich no good and wife 
SubjeSi of this "Hatwn can be de* 

frous 



The Epiftle 
fir«v,s to live, tmd in which eyen 
Repenting Atheifts chooje to 
Dye / I /«<»Ve ym alfo guarded 
Tifith the Hereditary and chofen 
^rinci^es of Loyalty and Ho^ 
nour, Tifith all the Natural and 
Acquired ^lefjings of Temper 
and Innprovement ; efpedally^ 
with that Law of Kindne(s in 
your Soul, legible ever^ In the out' 
ward charaBers of your Compo- 

< 

fure, Hfhich ipill hardly e^er fufi 
fer you to Err much, vither in a 

publick 



Dedicatory* 
Publick or a Private L^e ; k 

being yery difficult fir aperjw rf 
large Aflfeftions, of ^otMo" 
defty « Conveifation, cf jh»f 
W ^M/cA Reflections in ibltca* 
ry thou^y eyer to become Sedi- 
tious in State, or Habitually 
looCe in private Manners. ,/^ 
/ thatfucb OH amicable fweec- 
nels of Difpolltion, as ^entfy 
reinis through all your A<5tions 

and dcfigns, Tt>ere eyery Hthere 
mingled Tfiith the Policy (f our 

I^in^dota 



'the Epiftle^ 
Kingdom ; and that the WiC- 
dom of mr great Aflembly 
Tifere fpery "^here tempered flfith' 
fudj an Healing Meeknefs \ 
then Peace and Love, and Uni- 
on might diHil like 'Balm upon 
o«r Nation, then might li>e fpee- 
d^ recoyer our Secular Glo^ 
ry to the Mmiration and ■ Ter* 

ror of our Forreign Obier- 
vers : then nught we ftrike 

down our Errors in Religi=» 

on, as the Priefts did hereto^ 

■■:. , .-; fore 



Dedicatory. 
fore the Sacrifices at the Al- 
tar, not with the Haft and 
Fury of Anger and (?(eve»g;e, 
hut ftfith that deliberate 
ftrength, that wife and (6- 
lemn delay, ffhich proceeded 
wholly from a Conviction W 
Senfe of Duty, attd Devotion, 
then might our Magiftracy go* 
"pern hy Love, our Religion 
hy Charity, and all our Poli- 
cies unite into the Everlafting 
fecurities of Peace and Friend- 

fliip, 



Dedicatory, 
fliip, wljkh is Hie hearty Pray- 
er of him irho dejtres to he htolSfii 
h fio^eater Tttle than that of^ 

Your moft Faithful 
and mod Obedient 
Fricdd and Servant^ 



tho* JMammy^hanU 



ik. 
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DISCO URSE 

Concerning 

TRUTH. 



H£ who has had the 
Curiofity to obferve 
our Modem Sce^ictfmy 
and been any thing acquaint- 
ed with thofe loofer Do- 

B drines, 



CO 

(Sirines, which almofl univer-' 
fally occur j ( wherein reftlels 
Conlciences have endeavour- 
ed with all the little Arts of 
(pedous Sophiftry, to work 
out to themielves a Stupe- 
faElion rath«r than a duiet , a 
Charm than a SatisfaBion ) m ay 
readily refleA how Natural 
Theology eredted chiefly on 
Natur al ^hilofopjjy ^ ( the great 

t>iana of this J^echanick ase) 

, ■ . — '- - ° 

is now become the only re- 
fuge of all thofe who pretend 
to eftablifli their irreligion by 

Argument 



en 

./irpimera and Syltogifm. tot 
ownright poliave Jthetjm has 
found but very "^w feribiis 
and declared Abettors; has 
fbmecimes fprung from the 
fumes and madnefs oiWtne, 
and LMJiy has been the di- 
ftemp6r of an Hour, the Pa- 
radox or Rant of hettted Qm* 
yerfatian, not an Opinion^ or 
a morning thought } and for the 
moft part, has been rather 
fumn up, than afferted. 

Chriftianity had that 
Serpent fhllojophy to deal 

B 2 with 



[43 
with in its very Cradle , 
and through all its ftrength 
of Centuries has received its 
iierceil affaults from that 
MonHer. By yain ^hilofophyj 

fb rigoroufly condemned in 
the EpiHles i the Learned 
generally undcrftand the Gm- 
JtickTheology compofed for the 
moll part o[ Pythagorean Trin- 
. c'tj^es ; and that the Epicurean 
and Stoical Se£ts were as ma- 
litious as any in the Apoftles 
times, the Difputes of St. Taul 
recordedin ASis i/.v.i 8. fiiffi= 

ciently 



] 5 ] 
ciently inform us. Not long 
after this , that Man whom 
Orlgen Co rationally and Co 
perfpipuoufly anfwere4, de- 
claim'd againft the "k^hole 'Bible 
\vith all the Artillery of inve- 
<5^ive Eloquence, and falfe 
realbnings, deduced from a 
comn^ixture of (Barbarian and 
Grecian Placits, Then Hiero" 
cles, Julian, &c. but particu- 
larly their Anceftor Porphyry 
( whom fome of the Fathers 
counted it Religion to Curie) 
fought by all the darkeft 

J methods 



en 

jncthods of Hell to leflen 
jwid deftroy the Authority of 
the Holy ^ible : For accord- 
ing to that imperfeA ac- 
count which we find of thole 
fifteen Books he wrote againft 
the Chriflians^ he is recorded 
there to have jeered at it for 
a mean fimplicity o[ Style, 3.nd 
for innumerable repugnancies j 
to have attributed its Trophe- 
fies to (ecret Combinations of 
Writers after the FaSi, or ac- 
commodated them to other Per* 
fons and Circumftapces j and 

tP 



C73 

to have afcribed all its Mi' 
racks to the force of Egyptian 
Magick, and the operation of 
Devils. Now all this was 
contrived in honour and vin- 
dication ot the Platonic ^hilo- 
fophy Co highly reverenced by 
the Sacred Order of the J* 
lexandrtan School, Yet all 
thele men have (pent their 
utmoft Venom, done their 
worft, and the gates of Hell 
have not prevailed. 

For another fucceflion of 
Golpel Adverfaries, we may 

B 4 with 
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en 

\yithCan4or enough reckorv 
Aauinas and the SchooUmeriy 
who have moft deplorab|ly 
undermined th ^cr'tptures with 
the Principles of AriUotle^ and 
although ac cidentally ^ yet they 
have been as really pernici- 
ous as any we have hither- 
to named. Their intentions 
were doubtlefs innocent , but 
we can never fuffici^ntly la* 
tnent their intolerable Leifure^ 
which occalloned them for 
want of better imploy,to fpin 
. put all the ftrength of DiVme 

Writings 



I '■' 



19 1 
Writings into nice and unr 
profitable Voknms. Whate- 
ver the advices of thofe .Per- 
fqns may (eem to the contra- 
ry , who have Ipent fp 
n^uch time in thpfe Studies al- 
ready, that they are bound 
fqr their ^j^uXatim'Jake, to re- 
commend them to others ; 
who tell us, thofe alone will 
make a man clofi and J/gu- 
mentatiyey quick and (agacious 
in difcovering the ^oint and 
^ot of the CojUromerpe^ which 
perhaps was ty'd only for the 

Trichfah ; 



C.ol 

Trkk'fake ; who would have 
us lie (even or eight years 
jna dark roomy that when we 
come abroad into the open day^ 
we may think we fee cli^f 
er } who though they them- 
felves have miferably ex^ 
perimented the Qoufenage, yet 
ftill cry up ^nd maintain the 
prodigy y and to prevent a, /amy 
precoaoufnejs in Learning, in- 
vite others to drudge in their 
methodic to be vigilant and at- 
tentive on Jukile Entities, till 
|:hcy become like thole deep* 

er 



C"3 

er fort of Contemj^lators, who 
nerer fix their eyes more 
fleadfaUly than when they fee 
nothing : notwithftanding , I 
fay, all thcfe large promife^ 
and encouragements for the 
J^cading of the Schoolmen, 
there are altogether as obfer- 
vant perfons, who will not 
ftick to affirm, that 'tis eyi- 
dently owing to that Lead 
and Corruption of our hihra* 
rieSy that men are generally 
grown fb loofe and ambi- 
guous in their ^afomngSy that 

with 



with little pains or art they 
can prove any thingyOt nothir^-^ 
it\d that moft of thofe ^ligiouf 
Wars whiph at this day it^feft 
ChriJiianUyyZte chiefly owing to 

that fatal invention of School" 
'Dfvmti. that Oun-powder of 
Lea rmnjr * AH this would be 
moft amazingly dreadful, but 
that there is fbmewhat worfe 
to pome. 

There is fltill another Th'tlo' 
fophy behind, and that has o* 

r 

pened another ^ate in Hell , 
and fent forth a piece of the 

blackeji 



hlackejl Sofhifiry that the In- 
feriial Synod can cli^tate. Its 
reputed Author, ^enedOlus de 
Spino:i^i me ,who has run 
through a whole JmHerdam 
of ^llgions himfelf, arid obli- 
ged that Athens of promilcu- 
ous Worffnp with one more of 
his own Invention. Where 
he has given them all the 
difficulties of Scri^rcHiJiory 
and Chronology amafs'd and en- 
hanfed ; all the Doubts and 
Controverfies of Commentators 
pofitively determined on the 

worft 



c*4i 

Worft fide i a ^pfodie of 11* 
lufions from Talmud and Alco» 
ran j and a Feature of 'Defor- 
tmty borrowed^ from every 
Herefie^ Sdnftn, andSefit. 

'Tis true indeed, he al- 
lows the Bi ble to be Vfme 
^yelat'ton ^ but with this Pro- 
vifo, that the Philofbphers 
^afon is ftill a more mfaUihle 
Ifiord of God J that its Pro- 
phecies were accommodated 
to Prejudice, Fancy ^ and X^m' 
per J Its Miracles the Wonders of 
the Ignorant ; its whole end 

and 



C'5] 

and icope Political y £br the 
better fecurity of Goyernment ; 
and its popular DoBr'me in- 
tended only for the Herd to 
{quare their grofs Obedience 
by : and all this , because 
there occur (bme Exprefpms 
in the Scriptures altogether 
unworthy ( as Ke imagines } 
of thofe clear and evident dif- 
covcries o(Nattire lately found 
out and Demonjirated by the 
3iVme Cartefius', whom he 
never mentions but with the 
greateft veneration imagina* 

ble. 



ble, with all the Eulogies 
that the moft ravifhed invetir 
tion can fuggeft ; whereas if 
at any time he confeffes Chrifi^ 
'tis like the Dey'tl in the Go- 
fpel, with Horror and (%* 
luflancej and ( like him too } 
he leems firft Torme»te<i to it. 

The Exiftence of a Deity 
againfl the Jtheift , and the 
certainty of the Bibles ^yela» 
tion againft the Anti'fcripturift, 
have been in all Chriftimi ages, 
but elpecially of late, fo ful* 
ly confirmed and eftabliflied 

both 



j^'li fioip Mpft tttrti Tnjs^; 

df tftf^f," Whfethtfr Tlyedio^cJ; 

i^UphfficM, fhyficd, Mord, 

^i Mathematical , tK&t were 

diey Kandfomely eoUcaeci 

ittd fumm'il tip/ tfi^y vyoulct 

witheut Conttt^verJ^ make 

a CdtnpendiiDA of the properefl 

to^k yet ejctan'ti and yet 

this Idfam6us iSook prdfenb 
6tMf • ^Afwiifi^ Wfett With < 

^ • ' * 

farther • Icruple ftill , where 
fr&ly granting the ^Velatm 

C M 
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of the Scrl^ureSy . it notwith- 
ftanding concludes, that the 
holy Bible is only a popular Sy 
. ftem of Tious Political Errors j 
(J(e^num DeVotionisy non Fer'ttU' 
tis : Wherefore I fliall endea» 
vour at prefent only to make 
good this one Tropoltt'ion, Viz. 
That the chief Cr'tterms or Qanons 
of Thilofoph'tcal Truth ^ which 
have been invented and allo'^ed 
by fpeculative Men , are much 
more abundantly conVmcing when 
applied to matters of 'DiVme (^- 
yelation» 

Now 



C'9] 

Kow fhihfophical Thth is 
capable of being confidered 
but thefe t1»o lt>ays. 

m 

r^ I. Inrefpeft of its Tradi* 
^iond or Hijiorical account. " 

^'11. In refpedb of its accom» 
/modation to our Natural Facul* 



I. In refpcd of its Tradi- 
t'umal or Hiftmcal accounts 

And here we hav« (bmc 

C % late 
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Ute Mimi v«ry kbdrioiis 
*A Trmfeript'ms ^ who hatiS 
not fcrupled to ittake ThU<^ 
ph^ co'inc'tdent with (l^evW<tfi(Wi 
itIelFj deriving it in a coAti* 
nued Tradmri from the ^^ijh 
Churchy and thereby concei- 

▼log it ito other thftn the re- 
maim of a j^'msfry %i>eI^iMi« 
They make the bufinels very 
fliort, telling us, that doubt* 
kft Adam ^as created with a 
f^r^e^ AwowW^ of I^wt, and 
that from him this Know- 
i^edgt was tranimitced by Me^ 

thujalem 



C?»3 

<ip4 his Sods an4 Nephews up 
«h« QaldemSf frqm them t0 

^^h<e <%)ii>tw»S frotii the ^^- 
IMTU KQ th( ^hwicims, from 

« . ■* • • ^ 9 4 

wh^^Wie k&vethe Gm^^ 
friTPbibiophy as elf ^rly . aM 

iuQdio<^y idelineated, I4 that 
efour i(tig» frctm WillMmtim^ 

Ctniuftor, 

Now wc <:anf|Pit ilippofe 

C J that 
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that Mam tranfinitted that 

Knowlcdgof Nature, which 
he enjoyed during the ftaCe 
of his hmocency, and which 
he received cither from iw* 
mediate Infujion,ot connate .Idea's 
of things : Nay if he had, 

he would have given his Po- 
Aetkya,falfe Thilo/ophyy fince 

that whole Nature was after- 
wards forced to follow the 
Law of its Curfe, fince Thorns 
and ^ryars were not in the 
Scheme of Vegetables, and 
the Serj^ was to be new ftu- 

^ie4 



died again. But if he tranf^ 
mitted to us the Knowledge 
he had gathered from much 
Experience, and a long Life af- 
ter his F4//, when perhaps his 
Faculties were not "Very much 
ferfeEier than ours, and flood 
in as great want of a Logtck for 
their better information , I 
do not lee any great benefit 
we could receive from (uch a 
Tradition i and all that the 
Aflerters of this Opinion caij 
make good will be only this, 

that we have received one 

C 4 more 
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lUOCQ Cyrjfc fnom hin> %1n^ 
Wc thpught of, andthdl he 
has prop4gatc4 to his ]^pi]ie* 
rity S% D^<tf/j "wid "PW 

That the B^PtmSj whQ 
were a mighty and ruling 
fiation , when the Jfit^li^^^ 
were but one cholen Family^ 
fiiould receive all their Wif? 
doni and Learning froin the 
Jemfb Church, which j^s ye.t 
had not fo iftuch as any writ* 
ten Canon^ any Law to walk 
by, but what it received ei- 
ther from the continual >SMi- 



' '. Cm 3..., 

mmkahle to thf . Pofterity of 

C&^0if, is more than our ordi* * 

i .•■■■'■■'' ' ■ • ■■ (' 

nary Hiftorical probabllifv 
will auow us to affirm. Nei» 
tlier is it lefs abflird to make 

< ' . »_ 

Jofej^h the great Interpreter 
of Dreams, the fame with 
^ermes Trifmegijtus, and to be 

their renowned Laytfglver y 
when as before his arrival 
thither, they lived in all 
pomp and Tradings Municipal 
l^tCtpSy and cpnflaence of 3ier' 

chants 



cbaitfy nay, and he himfelf 
was but a part of the IJhmae^ 
faes Trafjickf Gen. 3 /• ; ^. 

The firft rife and exercife 
of the Heathen Theology .con- 
fifted only in (bme Myftical 
^tesy . afterwards recited in 
Hymns and Mufical Odes j and 

feeing the acknowledgment 
of a God is allowed to be 
UniyerfaljSLnd confequentlyNi?* 
turalj why might not thefe 
barbarous efforts in Religion 
wholly fpring from the confu- 

/ed ]!^otion of a Deity naturally 

inherent^ 



. L^7l 

' nherentj without any particular 
derivation from the Jaifilh 
Church ? The Gredians and La* 
tins do indeed aftribe fbmc 
advantages to the ^henitiansy 
which Tacitus particularly 
mentions, Vt;^. the Jrt of ISla- 
yigation^ and a fen? Letters; 
but that they held a general 
Mart of Learning y and tranf- 
planted Colonies of humane Sd-r 
ences into Greece ^ Africny 
Spain , and the chief parts of 
Europe, which border onthc 
Mediterranean^ is certainly no 

other 



pchet tjuQ OQC pfMr. JSMr^ 

fifiuUy cfteem our TraSng 
Xotms fs Qrutiih ^ part of 

threii 3^ wjicr^ Cf4M. atKl Cove-, 
tonfn^s Cddsm allow any In- 
tenrals for ^dkatm^ any Lei« 
^t^ (or deip thoi^ht-f an4 w< 

n^y f afily Wievc the Mtr'h 
tmt ^heimms to have had no 
ypexxat fpectddaiwis than that of 
dieir Cynojitrs for the fafer 
Conduit of a Cochboati no 
other Societylnyent'm than that 

of 



neither frbm a jfHw/^ lirtfii- 

rio», not an B^pt'uM Ukrogty' 
fhkk, ba\! (ai g©dd Hiftoti- 
arts itifbrm Us ) Wa& happily 
hinted by the exferimetitdj^hi'' 
lofophy of a Dog; 

Biit grant thcie Eadern Ni* 
tions to Have excelled in fbme 
ufeful parts of the J^athttM^ 
tkhy yet \Ve may give i 2^' 
tiarJ account of the rife of diofe 
Without having any recourfe 
to the Jewiflf Churchy fince they 
^ay be probably ^ppoied to^ 

have 



nave taken their Origin either 
firom NeceJJuy^ or a commodious 
^tuat'um, or b^ih -y Co that the 
Egyptians Geometry might be 
owing to the inundations of 
Nife, which caufed them of- 
ten to Survey their confiifion 
of Lands j the Serenity oC the 
Jxty and an undifturbed Ho« 
rizon might invite the Chalde' 
ans to look up, and by long 
obiervation underiland the 
courfe of Ibme few Conjlelk' 
tims J and the compulflon of 
the Thenicians or Canaamtes un- 
to 



C 3' 3 ■ 

to the Coafts of the ^S^eckter' 
ranean by the SwotcJ of Jojhua 
might force them to feek mer- 
cy on the Ocean, and drive 
them to the little Arts of and- 
era Naiifigatm. 

Pythagoras, whofe Li/eand 
Travels have adminiftred much 
to this Fancy, is recorded by 
Porphyry to have brought no- 
thing from the Hebrews but 

•nJv ifftfJovet^avyvSmv, the knoW- 

ledge of Dreams, or of their 
Interpretation, which yet a- 
mong them was never count- 
ed 



■I 



ta ati Jrty bue an InjfiratmU 
If thtjt^s Were fuch diffufe«'= 
of fecttUr Ledhun^; why ati^ 
the Hw/^ff J^e» of their owrf ♦ 
Nation ( Tuch as Jofe^h^ *^6^ 
fes, SolomoTty and VaUiel ) cha- 
ca<5tered and deciphered to us 
in the Bible, with a cbmpa- 
rifon lb adtantagibUs' to the- 
Wifdom .of 0ther ^atimsf, **' 
that they were skilled in alt 
the Wifdom of the Egyptians ^ 
that their Wildorti excelled all 
the Wifdom of the Eaft (jurt* 
tt'tes and of !Babilori, 

SchQoU 



Schools and Colledges we are 
*• 

talight they had, though hbc 
fuch as (b'me of our European 
Simindies for frivolous ajid Sa* 
phifiicat Education ; but for the 
Weighty inftru(^ion[ lO^T th6 
Sens of the Tto^ets, for th^' 
reading and interpreting of 
their "Sacred' Laiii. Grant thaf 
fbme 6f thfe m6re My^ica* 
dnd Symholicat parts of the ^Z- 
fe^i;^i»g Thilofophy, or Ibme 
6f thofe KtWw which' ^i 
Foets' fcfbrtowed^ frdm die 
Corruption o( Tradition, were 

D derived 
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derived thence j muft it needs 
follow that all the unmx'd and 
JrgumeTUi;^ng Philofoj^y, all 
Jrti and Sciences ( the effe^s 
of Qtrioltty and accidental E- 
mergency ) muft be brought 
from Canaan i If "P/dto at any 
time writes that he received 
a blind Notion -^^-e^ tiv^Jv e«e- 
e«e<i)v, muft they be prefently 
no other than the hatcfiil^ and 
therefore concealed Hehre'^s , 
when as all the World beiddes 
was cfteemed 'Barbarian to 
him. 

Now 




Now the great tnziht^initi 
of this Hypotkjis, whcth'et- 

Uus, or rtiote rnbdern ' 'Ahtfi 

quaiies , f«*m. to have ' Boi^ 

rbWed the hiftl chiefly frtwri 

the elcJqueilt jew^ Jofephtt^^whb 

in his Treatife againft Jfpfto'ti 

the jiltxandrian Grammatistii 

endeavours to pfove tbg^tK^f 

with the /Intii^HiYj the JAniytti 

fal f'Mrnmg alfo of the Jews,, 

Y«; out of an Hereditary preju=» 

dice to the Heathtn World.afld 

a tidtorious iSlat'mal Pttde, he 

D 1 ^ttva.>j 
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may be thought to have cx- 
ceeded the modefty of fbber 
Argunieht on that flibje^, C' 
fpedally b^ii^ fbh%hly pro- 
voked by the jeers of Apftoriy 
who undertakes to prove 
them originally ^ji/>ti^,and 
that they were turned out 
thence with their HeliofoUtaa 
Jdofts, for an infamous Difeafe. 
With thefe moft defamatory 
speeches Blafpheming his Nati- 
on, as his own words figniry j 
this (I fay} might exaipe- 
rate him to an haughty dero- 
gation 



gation of all the Learning of 
the \¥hole World befides, and 
to make their pompous and 
ions celebrated Wifdom appear 
no other than fbme broken 



"%'• **' . •'^' »^*»*-^^« »\jJt^m'*'' 



Lkht. Ibme imperfeSi framenti 



Hdwever fince by the very 
confeflion of thofe, who 
would make out fuck a Tra- 
dudfcion, it is now mixed 
and fermented with the 
vain additions and falpties of 
the ignorant Gentiles, as 
it appears hut a limn^vt, 

D ^ <pi\off»4)i«. 



(pi\iff«(pUy full of Horror and 
the miiguidu^s of che Night, 
we cannot upon the account 
pf Tradition or (^yelc^ion, be 
faithfully afluredof any Tr^uh^ 
any Certmntji in it. 

• ■ ■ 

Now there are none of 
thele imputations, which can 
be charged on the Holy Bible j 
pipQcially on that necejfary part, 
on which our 'Belief , and ^r^* 
^<«,and our Sahatim depends^ 
There's no ohfcmity\, unlets 

that which nnay a"^ fron^ 'oq 
gretU ii Luftre ; no dark Coun- 



Li9l 
fel from Delphos, whofe intey 
fretation ftill yequired another 
Oracle j but all its Doftrine is 
like Life and Ligfjt^ npthing 
more Fanuliar and Domeftick, 
and yet JMyJlerious too. What 
if the ^yelatims of St. John are 
ftill in fbfne parts yailed^ are 
the jhaiows in our Heavenly 
Landfcape, yet we doubt not 
but the Agei to com will (ec 
them pcrfe<5t:ly fulfilled into 
their true Shine and ^erfpicuity j 
and what we cannot here at- 
tain to will but make our 

D 4 Scene 
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Scene of Glory larger. Neither 
are the Holy Scriptures corrupt^ 
cd wjth any Vain Aidittons-y 
the "jews cannot feften their 
Talmud, nor theTaptfts their 
Traditions 'y (iich are but Jn- 
Shantments to Mofes's JMiracle^ 
and can never imitate the fm- 
y g* of GoJ. Neither could 
ajl the Armies, Emperors, or 
I^eriecutioas, all the Policy & 
>4alice of Earth, and H?// de« 
ftroy on^ ArficU^Xcx. out one m» 
cefjaryTruth^ut thatfame Go4, 
yv:hofirft infpired them, has 

hitherto 
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hhhctto preiervecl them, and 
yre may with all devf^ut con* 
iidence expecSb, that his neyor" 
flumbring TroVtdence will hp 
their Bternd MaffortJ y. 

Having done ysrith die Hi- 
Uorical account let us Secondly 
ponllder Thilofophical Truth in 
an accommodation and con- 
fbrmity to cpr Natural pacul- 

I. To our Sences, 

Whole Teftirmny being n|a» 
naged by a fuperintendent Fa* 

• > 

cuky 
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ciiky is the moil infallible cei 



•MM*rMBnM«MMlB 



tainty we can naturally ha v 
o(fe nJible t hings: which (i 
to its Mode ot Derivation) wh< 
ther it proceeds from real Qiii 
lities inherent in the Obje(5t: 
or Notions and Thantafms irr 
prefied on the Herves an 
Brain, it matters not, fine 
moll men are fuflficicntly i 
gree'd in their (^prefentation 
I lor ^lUlative Truth, our Orsai 
and ObjeAs being rightly d 
ipofed and circumftantiate* 
Neither is it to any purpo: 



:( 
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fca: any one to obtrude upoit 
us the frequent illufions of 
Sighty fince thofe very Fallacies 
(as they call them) conftitutc 
an Jrt ^ and are the grand 
Maxims of our O pticks. 

Now although fome have 
Co deeply plunged into that 
degeneracy of Scepticifm as to 
extrad a Controverfie froiii 
every Particle of theUniverfe, 
and make their own cxiftence 
a Problem, yet has this beei^ 
pointed at by the fober part 
of Mankind, as the extremi- 
ty 
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FtH'ton and Comedy : as thdt 
he disbelieved all his Scnfes^ 
grew (b callous and mortified 
with ftupidity, as that he had 
taught his very Nerves and 
Fibres to deny them(elves ; 
£b dead drunk with Jpathy, as 
to lye in a Carts way, and at 
another time moft unmerci- 
fully to doubt whether his 
Friend was in the Ditch or 
no. Thele ( I (ay ) and fiich 

like extravagant Relations 

... ' 

which occur in his Life, can 

be no other than the !Burlefque 

of 



{.A7l 



ti«ute, joined w J ^ ^^^^^ 
innocent adign _ ^^^^^ 

^,sbychev^V«H-^^ 

sea conupced m ^^^^^ 
°^ '''''^■, L«r««< *«i'«^ °^ 

fot »o »"^*" Iced 1 f«l*« 
c T ife te ioHodocea * t 



y 
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benttd JMode of ^hihfophi^nr 

ySfi. And if lb, luch a Sce/>H- 

ctfm as this would be the belt 
breeding a Scholar could pre- 
tend to, 'twoiild' redeem the 
Leafned' frdrtT thit fnarle of 
Education^ which many have 
Dioft unhappily contradied 
froni their little Vi<5toriek 
ih Schoiafticlc Contentions,' 
whdic<^ thfey become' angry 
ind fick at every fufpence of^ 
Jfudgment ih another, fb ut- 
terly 
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^rly impatient' of contradi- 
^on and' Argument, that 
ilhey vilify and defame ail Hh- 
fharie "Hutwri^ becau(e the Ag6 
hheU againft their Opinion. 
Whereas on die contrary thb* \ 
iWbddft way of humbly pro- 
pofing our probabilities, and 
dllowing' the ^m6 freedoihi 
fa odiers, would render fo?i* \ 
Verjatiori fWdc't and eafie, all ) 
donferencfes pleialant , inct Bfe \ 
a great itiftriinient of ad van:- 
<*ing triitr Friendlhl^ in the 
WcJrld. He that grOvv's hdt 




f""* "«H that elbows in .. 

ftcWe, for LT "^ '■' 
" '^"^'■'«e value of o /-/ 

fo'Wing a;, S^ of All 

"" obftinate in aJi 



cbe 



jtr 
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the tHvud canttim oOiumii^ 

Society. 

Neither Would this g€iW* 
rdus method only give us ex* 
iier GdiConSy And ibfcet mo-< 
inentsof Ctmtrfi^ but alio a 
freer range xo Fancy, and a 
lois to W8> f fcoj^ } fince irt 
ttiatiers -vUy fhilofophkal 
(where ^l^m and Goyem*^ 
mem arc not conc€frned ) Scep^ 
tk'tfm and ^a^adox may with* 
out Corttroverfie be efteemed 
the fitreli feh'tdes of Noble 
Wk, and unattempted Senfe. 

E i if. 



; 



It need not ftartle iis thaf 
the <J^nkm Writers do often 
uiiifliiate a very 4X)ntemptible 
regard lor the Senfes^ Hnce aU 
that, is in order for the betttfr 
colouring the coruradiihons of 
their Mafs. Hence a late' 
French Author in his ^fearch* 
es after Tr*tf/?,having prefented 
his Reader with a long tedi- 
ous repeciJon of the 'mVtnc ibk 
lllujions of the Senfes ( fijch as 

~ _^ I -- , J j^ 11,1 III , , .^-U—l 

a ftick half in the Water, and 
a fquare Tower at a dijiance ) 
moft triumphantly concludes 

that 
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that t!iey were given to Men, 
as they are to brutes, only 
for the ^eferyation of Li/e, not 
as the ^orts of I^erchandife and 
Science, but of defence and 
Safety, As if our fi^bt ierv'd 
us only for the condu(5t of our 
fieps, or for (ecuring us from 
a Precipice, whereas that al* 1 
nnoft unlimited Senfe extends : 
it's Royalty through the whole 
Ur^erfe, purvey's for all the 

capacity q{ the IntelkSb , and 
points at what it cannot per> 
fe^ly difceyer. * For by the H~ 

E 3 fihle 
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BUe things of the Creatim, the 
great hyifibks are CoUeBeL 



But we need not labour any 
longer in this point, Qnot thoft 
perfotts f againft whom our 
Diicourie is chiefly <]ire<^p(l^ 
are Co vigorous for the evi» 
dence of Senfe, that they 
icarce allow any other, but 
make the mod (ublimated 
J^iowledge a Tumdt of ^haip- 
t4fms ; all Thoughty Lo(4 Moiif 

^ • 

on ; all ^afiny }4echamfm ; and 
the whole Encyclopede of Arts 
and Sciences but a hrtshr Qrfu- 




t 55 ] 
laticn of the Stood, How ri^ 
diculous (bever this Opinion 
», yet it fiifficiently fervcs 
ourpurpofe, as it eftabliflics 
Senfe t or be an undoubted Qi» 
tert on of Tr uthy as far as we 

contend, or within its proper 
Sp here. 

"Let us now fee the more a* 
bundant concern of this Crite* 
rton in matters of ^(eyel^ion 



which will prefently appej^r, 
if we confider, that tbis was 
the firft and is the laji Evidence, 
of pir»ine 3iiracksy on which 



J. 



I 

I 



t 

{ 

t 



aU revealed ^ligion is eftaUinir 

red J and |hat Tr<Mon it felf 

makes n# Argument until 
'tis ultim^tdy , rcfolved into 

%he cert ainty pf the Smfe^ » 3fc 

/^y'^and^ our Hcff ed %ayim . 

niade their conftant appeal to 

\ t^em. What we h ave fee rtymi 

' what we have Tjeard was flail 

the ^^les Logtcky and an Ap- 

*^ ppal to I^iracksy was phe po\yr 

erfiil pemonjfratipn pf the S/»i* 

rit. How fblicitous was our 

Saviour aftetiJ]^ ^jurre^m 

to give the fenfes their full f^- 



tisfai5ti 



ion 
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ilsfa^ion? This imde hmk 
conde^end tp heal 3t. TUmt 
mas's Infi delity w ith a toudIn„ 
which imme;diat^ly flje^d so, 
C^rpng Convidtion through 'Iqb 
S.oji;il, that ftraight way btcbp 
forth into a glorious acknoiw- 
\l^mem,}ffy Lor d, and my QaDJ^ 
Nay, at his4?ice»iron he chd^ 
pot to v^niO? pr fuddenly ^F 
appear, but gave the ^cm «iC 
Qddee time to Jiar^d and J«^ 
Submitted his Motion to tSec 
Scrutiny of their £)«, wlniflffi: 
he was carried up into Hcs- 



i^>preheiifions, but ourcoiC 
lempUtiiig Heads feem pre- 
^encly to fwitn in an Infinite 
Tfacmm, and all fubHahtial 
t^oHgfjt by Ikde and little to 
tjeflfen, and p^fs away into a 
Srmt^e Tranfcendency. I could 
telt you of a Truth of the 
Object or Entity, a Truth of 
/^ppearanpe, another of Coji^ 
caption , and one more of 
thf Int<elle<5t, 4nd that with- 
out a Miracle, all thefe may 
be. ortey viz* an appearance ot, 
re^ffentation of th OhjeSi to tU 

Inteileki 



> 

hulkB } I could tell y feu lifce* 
wife that befidesthe Truth «f 
aj^rehmjion , there is one tdf 
Judgment y another c>fDi/coK>yc, 
and thefe again either cMentS 
or Verbal^ I ebuld t-eM y^ni 
from die lard Herbert ^ tha 
there is an irtvlncible InfiinSt of 
•common Notions, the fame 
that i^i^ot/^. before Ktm-calleil 
an Intelligence of ^r'mapUsij 
that there are Come Sacrojm^ 
*ririei^ ( as the foremencio>« 
ncd Perlbn ftiles them) which 
inform us, thattherewrf Goi, 

thac 



L6iJ 

tliac he ought to be Mmrei ^ 
but hoT»y and in iphat mamer^ 
what will make our Wotfliip^ 
acceptable, our Sacrifices, or 
Our Prayers regarded, here 
his InftiHEi , Lttemaly Ejittnud 
Senfcy and htelkBy with all 
thc'ix Ai(do^iiSy (midkions, and 
C(mfe<^uertces can give us no beci* 
ter dire^ton than the Finger 
of a Mercur'kd Statue, when 
We are puzling in a dark and 
crooked Alley. 'Tis «ot my 
bufineft to give you a CttiHite 
of that Noik JMans Ldimurs ; 

Gajfendus 



Gijfendtts his 4one it already 
in an im^rfeSi Ef'tfiky wherein 
Jie has utccrly renounced the 
Genius of his Nation, fcarce 
allowing the Author one £> 
pijiolary. Complement ^ though 'tis 
to be prefiimed, that when 
the Lord Herbert fent him his 
Book) he expected he (hould 
have returned the Applaules 
of a Gentlemarty and not the 
Animadverfions of a Cr'uich 
Yet lb it often happens, for 
another great IVtt des Qartes 
met with the (ame Fate, and 

from 
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I 

fibtn^ the iame hand too. ^e 

jFCw fo confitlent and pre- 
ffitmptubiis 6f his cMeditdtmi^ 
fihat he fent out /for ti')>e Chatter^ 
^s to invite OhjiSlioris from all 
Ms Friehds , tilt at laft^ hk<? 
€lne of hi^ 6Tt>rt ^rtgSy hi 

r 

#as quite bafflei arid (lain' 
afcmidft hiis Very 7</ti and Tu/* 
nammts. After the JMetaphy^ 
^c'tanf hiVe quite tir^ them^^ 

* 

felves with their IXvifions and 
ftibdivifions, they aue (b mo^ 
^eft as not to niake Humane 
MdUFl the ade^iuitte meafure of 



\H^ I 



* fttth, but iilcimately refbl^ 
Ve it into atQmfomity with the 
^mne Understandings which a 
^Utonift would after this man- 
net explain, That there is an 
Btemal niincl, that compre^ 
Kendeth the intelligible Na- 
tures and lie^'f of ail thingSj 
whether actually exifting, or 
poffiyy only ; that compre- 
hends it (elf, and all the ex« 
tent of its own power, togc* 
therwith an exemplar Plat- 
form of the whole World, ac- 
cording to which he produ- 

F ccd 
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ced the fame. This be- 
ing granted, we are as 
much in the dark aseVer; For 
unleis this etmul mind {hall 
vouch (afe to acquaint us 
what'is conformable to his Ltfi- 
nite umrrin^ Xinderfimdmg^ we 
can have but little certoMty o£ 
Truth. 

Now this is the peculi- 
ar Province of H^eyelatum. 
And that it may appear how 
natural this Medium is,, how 
fiiitable to the Uniyerfd confent 
of Mankind, you may pleaie 



u 
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to cefled:, that f^veUtion 
his been the tru e,, or prc- 
tended roundation oi iill 
i^ipr«3g^ whatfoever. No 
I^^J^m;, no 'Po/t«'w impoled 
upon the World without con- 
ferencfes and retirements \vith 
God and jingeU. Not only 
elisions and X^jpf, but all 
ifrfj and Sciences y all noble 
InV»itio»i havie ever boafted of 
their MgerMs^ their aiTifting 

« 

D#cw<wj too. ' 
When the light of Nature,that 
firft Revelation wasdiftorted, 

F 2 and 
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and the ungutded reafbn of the 
Idolatrous World had cermi- 
nated allDivinity in the wcirks 
of the Creation, then did God 
fieak atfwidry timesy and m dx)fers 
maimers to the fathers by the Tro- 

m 

fhets ; When the CwtHes would 
not learn of the ^gdom of Jf- 
roily which was a conflant 
vifible demonftration of the 
bowery ^roVtdencey and G§od' 
nefs of God, their Ignorance 
for Come time was winked at, 
till at lad God waspleafed 
more fully to declare his Na» 

tnre 
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ifre^and WiBhy his Etemd Son, 
the br^hcneis of his Fathers 
Glory, and the exprefs Im^e 
of his Perfbn, who brought 
/ Life and Immorality to light 
tftfough the Golpel. So that 
now the ^BtbU is become the 
perfect R^ifter even of Nil- 
turd ^ligm too,{ince all thofe 
excettent truths, which the Hea- 
then World faintly hinted at, 
rather wip?'d than belieVd, whe- 
ther they concern matters of 
Faithy or the Duties of J^o- 

rditjiy are infallibly aHured to 

JF J us 
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us by the fupernatural Deck 
ration of that God, whofe 
veracity is eftablifhed by an 
infinite Knowledge, whereby 
he cannot be deceiv'd himfelf, 
and an eternal holinefs,where' 
by he can't deceive us. And 
to take away all complaints 
about Error, the obfcuri^tyof i 
things, and the imperfe<Stnefs 
of our finite Underflandings 
( thole bold Murmurs, which 
reverberate on Heaven and 
Providence it (elf } we are 
Promiled and Aflured that the 

\phird ferfon in- the Trinity 

will 



will be with us to the end of 
the World to guide and direift 
us in all neceflary Truth. 

But Thirdly y Cartejlus goes 
farther than the Schoolmen. 
He uncatechizes himfef thro' 
a long feries of Dubitation j in- 
vents an Art to ftifle Educati- 
on and Memory) ftrips him- 
felfof all his prejudices, only 
that he might put them on a- 
gain in another drefs, and 
prefent us with a nicer Recol- 
lc<ftion, a more fplendid me- 
thod of his Errors. For 'tis 

F 4 certain 



certain that mod of them re- 
turn'd upon him again, not 
unlike to that which the A- 
tomifts obferVp, that if you 
grind any matter into too mi- 
nute a duft, the little parti' 
cles will ding again, anci rt' 
imiu by reafbn of a too ex^_ 
fie ieparation. Wherefore 
ajfter he had £uici'd the whole 
World a Vdrt'Land^ Life a 
meer flhreaniy all Confcious 
and thinking Nature but the 
deluHons of an fnl Genius i 
after all this enchantment he 

can 
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can find nothu^, chat can aG> 

certain to him any Tnith but 
the Goodnefs of God, which 
will not (lifter oar £iculcies to 
be impofed upon in their clear 
and evident perceptions, (b 
that that which can give the 
beft account of the Goodnefs of 
God, juftly claims the Advan* 
tage of this Criterion. 

And, that ^yelation does 
fo would be*almoft improper 
here to mention, but that the 
method of my Difcourfe re* 
quires it. I fhall inftance on* 

ly 
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lyinone thing, but that th 
grcatdl, the vaU Aftonifl: 
meat of Heaven and Eartli 
•jf/;^. that of the Second •?«■ 
fans hicamatim, his taking ou 
Humane "Nature upon him 
to Convetfe with us, to Dy 
iat us , for Us Sinners, i 
Myftery of Love, which gav 
the very Angels new Anthems 
a nen$ Scene of IQmwledg^ an< 
confequently a neii> Heaven ! 

Now I would not b( 
thought to {peak againft ai 
^hilofophjiy to declaim againf 

al] 
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gilLeaxning, any more than 
he chat Preaches againft a full 
Table, or exhorts to Mortifi^ 
cation, would be thought 
to make Starving Orthodox, 
and Self-murder a Goipel- 
Precept. Forfince ^bihfophyi 

is by moft men allowed to be 
the requifie improvement of 
our natural Faculties j fince 
'tis commendably made the 
great Employ and Study of 
our younger years, and the 
better Commerce of our more 
advanced Society ; fince ex- 
alted 



alced and almoft meriting 
Chari^ ha^builc us Schools 
and CoUcdges for our plei« 
fant Recefs and Meditation, 
bequeathed us competent Re- 
venues, for the eafie maintain^ 
ance and tranquility of a 
TUnkin^Lifef nobly endow'd 
our Profeflfors for more Cpecdy 
advances in Arts and Sciences; 
and iince Chriftm Comttun' 
widths with their pradent Laws 
and Conftitqtions have efta- 
bliQied to us our UniverfitieSy 
certainly we ought not to en^ 

tenain 
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tenain ^hihfifiky with lb cold 
a regard, as the ^hanatidfm 
of ibme, and the incapacity 
of others to attain (o great an 
excellency, is ready to pro- 
phane it with. But yet if we 
take a farther profpe6t, and 
view it in its ultinute tenden- 
cies we may with as equal 
reaibn blame its Adoration as 
its Contempt, 
^hilofophy was intended,as our 
Collies wherein 'tis taught, 
not to fpend our our whole 
Age,^o years and i o in it,but 

to 



pcGtiliftr to ^(pelatim^t woukl 
a Volumn. I will 
only mention fbme Few, and 
thofe (ueh as lye within the 
compals of Thilofofihicd ^ea- 
fwuttgjy then anfwer an Ob- 
je^ion or two of the T^nral* 
lifi, anclfb conclude. ' 

Whatever ThUofofify or Natu- 
ral <!(eUgm can truly arrive to 
in its beft prc^rels of ^afotf 
ittg , its higheft exaltation , 
^J(eyelaiion has all the benefk 
and evidence of d)at Lighf^ 
betides a farther and infallible 

confir- 
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cdndrmacion from DiVmeTefii^ 
mony. Moreover, the excel- 
lency of the ObjeH:, peculiar to 
the mattters of Revelation, 
gains a freer admittance, 
makes a ftronger and more 
lafting impreflion on the un- 
derftandingj than any other 
common Motive whatever. 
For no man needs any other 
Argument than his own (?^e- 
JleHion to convince him, that 
jffent arileth more properly 
from the exceffiye ivorth of the 
Ob'jeH than from the dry eVi" 

G dence 
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dence of Jp^ehenjion, and ' 
fptctiity it lelf. And that 
cau(e, however in Philofb 
Truth and Goodmji may fJ 
di{lin<5t:, yet in Diviwifji t 
are all one \ and the mof] 
ftraBed /peculation there, h; 
conRiant Afor^/iO annexed d 
which always fuperadd's 
Recommendation of the 
feBions too. And how n 
nificently (bever men p 
phrafe on ^aforij lnteli[ 
Ideas, and Eternal Ferities, t 
are our" faffions, chat n 

C. 
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tati-y US to Heaven ; our Re- 
pentance and our Devotion, 
our Love, our Fear, and our 
Hopes 'y and our Reaibn and 
our Faith, only as joyn'd with 
thefe. "Twas the zeal of the 
AfeHionSj aflifted by the Holy 
Spirit} that reconcird Martyr* 
<J«»K, and refcu'd the 'Bible 
from the Dioclejtan Flamesi 
There each holy Martyr 
Would freely part with his 
^ife, but not his (Bible. That 
Sacired Depofttum was all his 
health, his World, hisEter* 

G 2 nity. 
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nity. When his right hand 
was cut oflF, he feized it with 
his left ; when that was gone 
too, he faften'd on it with his 
Mouth, and amidd his Tor- 
ments lang Hallelujahs out of 
it 5 when his breath could no 
longer articulate his devoti- 
ons, his pantii^ heart flill re, 
tain'dit, and when the Ty- 
rant graiped that, it fled a** 
way with his Soul. Now 
learch all the Records, all the 
Catalogues of Stokksy thofe 
great JMafters 2ind ^rofejjorSy 

- of 
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of Death, and fee if this can 
be parallelled. We have read 
indeed of a Philofopher, that 
offer'd up an Hecatomb for the 
kpention of a ^ro^fition, but 
' he would never have Sacrifi- 
ced fciw/e//^ for the Confirmation 
of it. 

But the Tsiaturalift tells us, 
we have no fuhiime ISlotions of 
God in. Scripture y and that the 
Jfraelites only knew his Name ; 
wliereas every Hebrew name 
of God is a pregnant Hterp^li' 
fick in his Theology, and that 

G 5 one 
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one wor4 Jehoya is a Body of 
Pivinity. The Scriptures 
have acquainted us with ftj 
much of the Nature of God, 
as may lufHciently infpirit our 
Obedience j and tho(p , who 

liave pretpnded to farther diC- 
coveries, have only opened % 

way to Here fie y Enthufiafm^ 
and'even Atheifm it felf. And 
we have reafon to fear that 
thole curious and fiibtil Di(f 
courfes of late about the /^ 
of a God.havedone but little 

Jcrvice to theChriftian Religi- 

on. 
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on. What the underftanding in 
things of this Nature, like a 
clear Fountain, would natu- 
rally refledt as it maintains its 
ordinary Current, when once 
examined and flirred, either 
defaces or diftorts J and I* am 
apt to think, that the X>rtw 
Nafw:^ and its ahjohiu Attributes 
are beft known by the modeft 
refleiStion of the firftThougbt. 
The moft abftra<5ting Meta- 
phyfician, that ftudies them 
farther, does but think him- 
ielf into amazement , and 

G 4 with 
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with the delaying ^hilofo^her^ 
only lofes his God by a lou- 
ver fprocrajiinatm. But ftill 
the fame Ad verfary urges that 
'tis ftrangely irrational to re- 
prefent God Almighty with 
^afjions and Senfes , which the 
Scriptures every where allow* 
This is difingenious Sophiftry; 
for he that makes the OhjeBm 
cannot be ignorant of the Fi* 
gure. That men fhould quar^ 
rel with the conde(centions of 
the Almighty ! That when 
he is gracioufly pleafcd to 

Ipeak 



fpeak to them, they Oiould 
difpute the Nature of his Voice ! 
when he (ays, he has compafp 
fion on'em, they fhould ask, 
where then are his bowels I 

V .. . 

when he revokes a threatned 
Judgment, they fliould plead, 
He cannot ! Divine Animal ! 
would 'ft thou be convers'd 
within the Language of E- 
ternity? wouldft thou be 
treated with in the ineflfable 
Dialect of Heaven ? Alafs ! 
fond Creature, thou art E- 
Jemented and Organ'd for o- 
■J phcr 
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dier Apprehenfions , for a 
lower Commerce of percep- 
tion: Such immediate dif- 
plays of * Divinity infinitely 
tranicend the Arudogy of thy 
Order, and the immoderate 
Glory of fuch a Revelation 
would but ablbrb thy Soul, 
f and crack its HypoSiaJts : Thou [ 
canft not fee Go d, and live. / 
But ftill the Hittural 'Thilo' ^ 
/(^hy in the Scriptbre can ne^ 
ver be pardoned ; either that, 
or 2)e Qtrtes muft be falfe, 
However Men may flatter 

themlelves 
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chcfufclvcs that iJiey have 
Orbs and Circumvolutions of 
Souls Concentric to the Uni- 
ver(e, yet we naay very 
rationally believe, that an 
exa(ft Knowledge of Na# 
piirc was never dedgned 
Man on this fide of Heaven $ 

it may poflibly be{ reierved 
for our Illuviinated Faculties^ and 
be an acceflary of our Glor 
irification. The EJfences of 
things can be the Objedt of 
no other than a i>iyme Under" 
Jianding, and he that made the 

World 
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World, can. only have a per- 
fect Knowledge of it. What 
if Divine Providence,, as a. 
peculiar priviledge, granted 
to Mam and Solomon a conddei' 
rable acquaintance with Nar 
ture, yet event hath fliewn, 
that there was a kind of Te* 
tragrainmaton inity that it was 
thought a thing too Sacred to 
be commujiicated to Pofteri- 
ty, (b that what they enjoyed 
was no Natural 4<^quiJitiony but 
a Gracious Glfi^ not (b much 
%cknce as Vifton. 

Though 
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Though Cartejtus in his zc 
^ount of JMeteors has endea* 
"loured with Epicurus to' ex- 
clude the Deity from the mid- 
<lle Region, and to deliver 
us up to the ^royidence of an 
Jtmofphere, yet God Almigh- 
ty thought fit to manifeft his 
Omnipotence to Job froni that 
place rather than from the 
fJetiVen of Heayens. What 
is the end we propofe of out 
enquiries into Nature? Is it 
to (erve and gratify our Curi- 
ofity ? That we will not own. 

Is 



Is it to plume our Tride ? That 
we dare not own» Then it 
can be no other than to fettle 
in us a due reverence and ac- 
knowledgment of the Wifdom, 
TcfMry and Goodnefs of God* 
Now all this is Pathetically ie* 
cured to us in Scripture, (ince 
it may very effeftually be ob» 
tain'd by an humble Medita- 
tionon the Exigences of things, 
their more open Qjulities^ and 
their obvious ^latlons. The 
confideration of the lubftan^ 
tial parts and uies of (enfible 

Nature 
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iture ( the very Mode and 
echod of the Scripture's 
lilofophy) has, we know, 
'a meer Heathens Bread 
ndled Admiration into an 
^ymii • But I never yet 
ad of any Anthems com- 
)fcd from the Cooten^la- 
>n of Atoms. Who can 
)ell^ the Divine Wi{- 
Dm , Power , and Good- 
;{s out of thg Principles 
: Des Cartes , where he 
ives us the Origen of all 
lings in a Puppet-play, in- 
terprets 



terptets all the works of Cocl 
according to the hruit Laws of 
cMechamfmy and allows no 
other Operations in Vital Na- 
ture , then what he finds paral* 
leird in German Qochifork^ 
Whereas, who can without 
holy Atfedions perufe the 
«4@" , the Majefty of ^.!Mofe's 
account ? tjw^^vs) tp cS^ twi I Wv£to , 
where he delcribes the Origi' 
nal Fita iaja, Phraie almoft 
conrimenlurate to the Dignity 
of the Creation, that fome 
^bbins have thought his very 

Style, 
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Styltf, as well as Senie to have 
been infpir'd.. 

They are bur tod eager 
dilquifitions after tlie Internd 
Verities of things that have 
led the Witty World into fo 
large a Field of Sce^tidfm. 

Men muft be prefling and 
breaking into the ^cejks of 
Nature, as that Conaueror here- 
tofore into the SanBum SatiSto* 
rum J then niiftake the thing, 
return diflatisfied, cry all is 
^agMYitry, and that v^ze wor^ 
{hip Clouds. I had rather 

H r^ad 
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read the JfiomJhmeHts of 
when God pofes nun thrc 
the whole Creation, ther 
the bold explications of 
and Vitnims. I had rather 
fider the ^iri'hoTo as the 
^e£itio» of God's JMercv, 1 
the Sun's Light j and wh 
call to mind , that Th 
throughout the Scripture 
(tiled his cMkhty Voice ^ 
fatisfi'd at wh at I Tremble ^ 
though this may debate 
fhilofyhy^ yet it heightens 
Di^inty, 



:5;M?srrf^*» -1 
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tf any man is not yet (atis-^ 

ned what is Truth ^ let hiral 

but ierioufly rcfle^ft on his 

tedth-ped , and the Day o* 

mgjemertty and then I'm per* 

Rvaded hee'l need no An* 

IWcr } When the Gayety of 

Fancy foTfakes him, and the 

Profpctity df Invention gives 

noxeliffa; when his ^afjtms 

and ^Jppetites grov^ languid 

firom the impotence of !B W, 

2nd his !&'<<<>< becomes too' 

w€ak for the Iw4g;e of the 

}forl4y then will he call for a^ 

H 1 Portion 
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P ortion of Scripture to eafe h is 
Confcience, a drop from^the 
Fountain of Living Water to 
cool his toi^wC' Then fet 
him on the highelt Moun* 
tain of .!Metaphy(tcs. and from 
thence gitie "hTm the Ravifli- 
ingProlpe<5t of all the lyin ^* 
doms orj^j^^eJUiima^^^all 

the g^erjiij^i^nlojoj^ J yet 
he will not Worfhip, not I* 
dolize one glittering Notion, 
not part with one fingleText 

for a T«uT a TTTJcVTcc (TBI S^m . When 

the 1 art Fiie idiair make Na- 



ture 
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ture confefs it felf to be no 
God, the Sun and Moon be 
darkned, the Elements and 
Stars melt with fervent heat, 
and run together into one 
great Fortex of Qnfujlony and 
when the whole Volumn of 
the Creation fhall be flirieve* 
led up like a Scroll of Parch* 
inent, then fliall the Holy !B<* 
%/e be Qpened, its evemKs 
Truths untolded, and though / 
eav«n and Earth pals aw Ay f 
c'^^t on^'WiToi that fhall/ 

- H 5 Go 
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Go now, and negle^ Heir 
yen, the receptacle oT^'Ao- 
gelsand departed ^6u\s, for 
the vifibje Heaven Q ^ O rbs 
and 'Pfct^J^ and lofe the ^- 
^tincVmon for that through 
^Tuhe\ Go, thou that hun* 
gereft after I^tmum Learnm^ 
go! make a vaftProgrefs it\ 
fpecioas Errors, a»d induftri* 
pufly acquire to thy fe 
a decpfread Confufioti of 
thought I lofe all good Senfe 
by a multiplicity • of Languaf 

<r I, III - 1 ■* - - ^^- ■ ' ''' 

ges, grow gray under a Mar 

fmar 
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thematical Problem , ati4 
make thy Grave in the Duft 
o r y e metr^ J let the reconci- 
liation of the Chldem Chrot 
noWy, and the fifj^i^w Oi- 
nafties (waUow up thy mo^ 
ments of ^amum] Igt ^ 
ujicertaintics orProfanc Au^ 
thors attend tbee on thy 
Peath-Bed, and with their 
yeftleft Tumult add a fhren' 
Jie to ^hy Fe^ver'. then let 
rhy Learned ^flies be kept in 
Urns, andthygreatNamebe 

Te*d in Anna!?: Yet for all 

H 4 ?his 
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this know, O man, that Ti 
fo gave thee thy 'Fowj 

hts , Arifiotle thy Sagac 
in Invention, ^ndEwlid tl 
Mighty 'Dem&nftratims j In 
woirH , that Heathens ga 
thee all thy ^afon, and t 
Q^rfeoi !Babel thy Languages 
exprels it. Go therefore i 
ther, and Captivate all ti 
'Ihoughts to the portions 
Faith, thy whole H<?</rt to t 
embracement of the Gofp 
and let the frequent Medii 
f ion on Sin, Veath, and Jiu 

^•- ■ ^ ■ . -. 



menttnzcetue thy bold Natu^ 
rah into an humble fontrition of 
underftamdin^. 



«*^' 
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One great Catife of 



.THEISM 



Atheifmum delt^4 

ffiy per fapieHtem (Prof 

am, quotes in Itdia. fmrunt 

lomas, Dominicus, Sc<AU$ 

aliiy iri Veritatis Vtiun rtn 

ducitttr 



dttcltur. Tho. Campanellc 
De3io}Wxhiar Hifpan. Q^, 50. 

The found atimis of the Li- 
teUeSiual World are thefe four. 

1. ^afon. 2. JMoral'Uy. 
1, OVd Goyentment, 4. (2{€- 

Itpon, And that* each of thefe 
Millars is remov'd, undermin'd^ 
or out of courfe, either thro' 
th<? yZ)i JMachinatimSy or open 
ajfauks of our implacable e- 
iiemies, the Papiftsj who 
either aft themfelves with 
declartd Malipiityj or put per* 
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nltious Engines into other mens 
hands, a little reflefiion oftthe 
feveral Heads may cafily con- 
vince. 

The firft foundation which 
they have difordered is fJ{eafon 
in general. 

I preflime there are very 
few ignorant how large a Do» 
minion Sce^ticifm has of late 
obtained among our inquifir 
tive Jthemans, and how : fpe- 
cioufly it has been introduced 
under the Titles o^ free ^h't- 
pfys ^^^ ^ liberty of Tlnnk' 




in^-y aviiidicatidnofC^^v'^ 

of Learmng -, a redeeming of 
Humane ^afon from the Ty 
ramiy o( ^rharous Terms, and 
tke dotages of OfUiquated (enfei 
And akho' at firft fight there 
mayfeemlktle or nd dcfigri 
of the <^man ^arty in introdu- 
cing this yariety of JModels, 
and thcfe difgmjes of (?^4/ow«j 
amongO: ' us j becau(e they 
have Ibmetimes (ecmcd to 
put a f kc^ to thele 4tten^s by 
their Jiiquijitms and Ce»/«r 
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ftnd beciuie they themfalvei 

have been unhappily baflied 

in many of their DoHrhwSy 

even according to thele ma 

Modes of Arguing, by thofe 

who have iiad skill enough 

to fix to themlclves a.'jyjiem 

of/olid ^afm in (pite of all 

their amazing SophiHry, and de* 

lujhe Shapes 'y yet if we allow 

our thoughts a little Hijlorlcal 

^4»ge, we may ftill imagine 

that the Tlot was laid long 

fince, and that our Jdverfaries 

with a Spanijh Providence did 

long 
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loiig ago contrive and plane 
that Malice, whole Maturit) 
and happy growth they hop'd 
their Tofteritj would one day 
enjoy ^ and this has been their 
acknowledg'd Defl^ to fonic 
of oUr Trayellers , to whom 
they have freely eonfeffed 
that it has been their chief h* 
finefs to cherifh the inquifi' 
tiye humor o( the ^rdteHanis 
with nrit ModeU, to dazk 
their Curiojity with falje Appear* 
anees, that they might cruifl- 
ble thc|(n into SeSis , bring 

fome 



tome to tjidijferency in Religi- 
on, others to Scepticifm and 
down-right Atheifm ; beeaufe, 
fay they, the minds of Here^ 
ticks nuift lie Fallor^f before we 
can fbw our Seeds and "Pr/Mci- 
)«fe5 \Vith fuccefs. 

"Now it is well known how 
irr<iconcilable the firft ^farm- 
ers in Religion were to the 
Thiloftphy o( AriftotleyWith what 
bitternefs of Style Luther, and 
Caly'm and their relpe<Skive FoU 
lowers decry 'd the Writings of 
the -i^choolfmn as the only fiip- 

I port 
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port of the (I(man Corru^'mi^ 
infbmuch that Sucer made it 
his conftant challenge Ttk 
Thomam, i^ Ecclefiam (2^o»w» 
mmfubverttm. 

Beware of vain ^hilofi^ 
was one of the chief 'Do^rms 
which rang through IMile- 
herg and Gme^a, and the firft 
'Protejlaots were (b (cared with 
thaiktieclamMiatts againft^TorM' 
ly Wifdonty that they clteem'd 
every Sentence, which was not 
Scripture-phrafe to be meer ^n' 
phanation ; a Syllo^ifm was the 

very 



Very Myfiery of Iniquity^ and 
Sehool-'dtJlmHioris as ranch Ma^kki 
as Mathematkh in the Tenth 



Centuty. 

Now things being brought 
to this height^ and fuch Jea- 
Iou0es zgn.mik$cboUfii(k Learn^ 
in^ being every where enters 
tained, there could qoc bea 
more e0e£tual way of bging* 
ing Thilofophy into Credic a- 
gajnj_( which ^PMo/apl^ con- 
ftitutes above half of the, jle- 
ligion of tire %$mijh Church } 
iban by ihe invention of 

I %. Terms 



Terms and Hypothefes Come 
what definitive and repug- 
nant CO thole of Jriftotky and 
by ordering it Co ^ that thoie 
per(bns (lioald appear no 
friends to the ^(pman Tarty ^ 
who were the firft promoters 
pfthera; fbrbythele means 
the inquifuive men in the Tro* 
teUatU Qhurches might with 
great fafety to their Rel^ion 
( as ic then appeared to them ) 
embrace and carry on the new 
diicoveries of Italy and Vrance, 
and introduce that Liberty of 

Phi- 
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Ptiiloibphizing which expe- 
rience hath now fhown to be 
the moft <ie(lru<5)tive Injiru- 
ment that could be thought of 
to unfettle all the true ^Prirtci- 
fles of/olid ^afoH^ and to en- 
gage our halfitaugfjt Youth ih 
tffilA DifpttteSy week Qctfilsy and 
eyerlafimg Scgftkijm. 

For now what hinders but 
that Tfto ifuhfiam at'ton ( that 
difliorted Anagram of ^a/ini 
and ^ligion) may pals for 
true Gof^l notwithftandiiig all 
(he Kemonftf jince3 and con^ 

I I trary 



trary evidences of our SmfiSf 

which according to the Pi*^h 
tatims of D« dtrtes are the itioft 
FaUfble and deluding wicneffes 
we can fnake u(e pf, which 
niiftakip (bmcthing in every 
Objei^ fiiey converie with, 
and Qccaiion Ernr by chdir 
moft material reports J tM 
ic muil be confefTed thac tna< 
ny of the more ^norant Si^ 
^fin f i?4Mf r Wjjrie^ very Jea? 
lous of this maJn's nvtfingy e- 
ven in reipe<5t of thcit TraB^ 
Juhftantiatm -y and therefoft 

they 
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they often ddvifed hinl to 
lay in good ^ ^ ,. . . ■ „ ^. 
fecurity in his ^^f, ': ^''^;- J*. 
nerttt Method fdr 
thG^hilofofy of the Etkhdrift^ 
and to be very caiitibiis of 
maintaining any thing in pree 
]u6ice o( th6^ peripatetic Ac* 
clients which theynaT!© long 
jidordy and which his Modifr 
cations might ie6m to candel j 
and truly we may belidVe 
that his Metafyjkd J)oukjnp 
have preity'weU expiated for 
bis other Jrtnoyatms. . 

1 4 But 



But beHides the Abfiirdities 
o^TranfuhJicfnt'tat'wn which Sc<^ 
tKtfin hath (o much befriended, 
all the Q{ationai motives of 
Credibility, and the ^ruth of 
Mord Certainty are by the fame 
means rendred precarious and 
weak, and Jn/4/ii^i% made to 
appear the only fure fpundar 
tion of our Faith, 

For when the ^rqteftants had 
aflferted' a moderate ufe of. and 
dependance on their ^afon in 
Divine matters; when they 
had refcu'4 thcmfelves from 

fhf 



the intolerable ^mda^e of a 
hUnd Obedience, and the unac 
COiint'aBIe Conduift of an im* 
pUcitFaith^ What more exftf 

t 

d'tent Jrtifice could the ^oUtit'tans 
of ^(me invent to .weaken 
thefe proceedings, than to 
render that fti'ong Aid and (up 
port of our S(e/ig;io» the moft 
uncertaai'^nd contemptible in* 
BrumefitvtQ could make ul^ 
of J or elle to advance that 
-^adequate ^le as the only 
Judge and JMeafure of all that is 
pifyine f both which ways arc 

equally 
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equally deftrudtiVo of thftC 
fihrUty of its ufe Which out 
Omrch maintains. And there* 
fore we find hovT EloipteiU and 
plaufible they are in mftny (^ 
, their Writings when th^y 
touch upon that Tttpic of tt* 
nouncing Cur (Htn ^afm aad 
Underjiandin^ j how ihey einF 
blazon its Jnfrmties^ Dteepdem, 
falfe Inferences ^ and Judgmentty 
making all the J^aculties of 
Man, even after the bcft im* 
provements of ^rt, of Vittu^y 
ind o( Grate y a more depto* 

rable 






^xhieMafs o![ Ccrru^tm, than 
the fevered Cah'mifl , in his j 

■ 

defctiptions of Oripnal Sin. 

And from Hich encourage- 
ments 08 ^e(e out ^htiftical 
Wits have borrowed their A* 
futtr !Blafphemes A^am^ fiur 
ntme fiahtre , improving the 
M^tioji, md growing Litxw't^ 
4ftt in their Satyrs agoind the 
Nobleft Wcrkmanpip in the 
yijUfle Creation j whilft their 
beft fane^jrics have been fef- 
vilely i^iployed ofi the Co»^ 
fftr^e peiiclty ofmflrior !B(iftp, 

on 



on the Tranquility of fBeap^ 
and the unerring InUinSi of /w* 
Jkifve T^nre j endeavouring 
by thefe Noetic ^hrenfies to 
make vain and ridiculous the 
Conclujms of the Learned, the 
Experiemef of the ^ruder^, and 
the Counfels of the ^urns ; for 
thefe revilii^s of Wifdom, and 
A^ed DiHates are the little fo* 
licies whiph take with the fen* 
jiial and the debauched, with 
thofc who have iuch 9. fupm 
foid.^ttqided^ of things as to 
think chat none have more, 

and 



C 115 ] 

lid who love to meadire all 
he Certainty and EVtdeme of 
^afon by their Schemes of 
^lery and Illujkn. 

But then there are fome 
'^(mtemflatiye Men, of more 
fidlen Tampers than to be Jeerd 
out of their Conceptions, and 
to have their Syjiems baffled by 
the Captious and frivolous 
Sceptkk-y fiich as out of a 'Priif 
of ViBat'mgy and a fuppofed 
Snperiority of Parts challenge 
^hilofophy as their Troyince^ cry 
up their own private Senti- 
ments 



ments for eHMiJhed JWonSySitii 
explain Unherfal Nature accpp 
ding to their own indivijua) 
Complexions ; wherefore that 
there might be alio an <^m4' 
He bait for the CwfUffft and 
'Xi^matktl mm, the ^{fctffty 
;ind ^Qmr of t>emtmjh4t'viiii 
muft be h^ly adi^anced by 
the FaBars for ^I^om, and no- 
thing leis than ^y«g >fj«tf 
•Priwi/j/w muft juftifie our ^i 
Tejwnlo Religion r and to 
create a ^yennce for JnfaSif 
kiitty^ . and the partkniUr .Tra* 

* 

dit'um 
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ditkns of Ram if and alio a 
Confuftan and wvirtrnty in the 

^Pr^fafimtf frimlfies^ the 'PW* 
lofiphm and Difputert of the 
Age muft be (iiborned to cry 
up Humme ^afon, as the on- 
ly Jiidp of Conhroverfits, the 
only Tribunal of all Truth 

» 

^nd Paifhood'y whatfbever i$ 
above that muft be cither 
Thantafm or CwtradiBion, and 
all thole Suyiimitm in Religion 
which cannot fubmit to the 
(?(«/« of Syllogifm, muft be 
reproached as the ^hrenjies of 

an 



t/ 



sn^a^heated Devotion, or th<i 

Vtfims of an Hermits Cell ^ all 
the Telaglan and Socman pre* 
fumptions muft be induflri- 
oufly encouraged to thac 
Heigky that the TrateUants 
jQiall feetn to have no Holy 
^hoji among them, no 3iyjit» 
ry of the Tri»tfji, unless -they 
return to the Definitions and 
Authority of the ^(oman See, 

The Second Foundation of 
the luteHeSind World which the 
<^manifis have difturbed, is 
^ordity. 
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in cMorallty there are but 
thefe tv^o gm&al Qmfider^ti* 
msi 



I. The Nature of GoofI arid 
Evily of Jujike and Equity. 

I 

ti. Thanks indTrefcrip' 
mm to accommodate th6 
mind of Man thereunto. 

As for the FtrU, "tis Well 
knov^n hovr the Flatterers off 
the <I(mari Qurt, the Canoniftty 
and all fuch as treat of the 

K fomr 
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^oTberofthe ^o/v, luvcwith 
mighty Jttr'tbuteSj and a Dilwitf)! 
of Terms, made the Bifhop 
of (2{owe the Jrbitrarious Judge 
of all Godd and Svi/, the h* 
fallible determiner of all Virtitt 
and VtcCy affirming that he 
can chaise the nature o(}i4ord 
things according to his IPUif 
«r? ; for fo their more eminent 
Champion aflerts, that if the 
^cj^efliould miflake in com* 
mending Vices, and forbid* 
ding Virtues, the Church 
would be bound to believe 

thofe 



io(e Vices to be good, and 
lofe Virtues to be evil, un^ 
is (he would fin againil 
lonfcience, !Be/. de Toruif. /.4. 
5. SeSi, 1, and though 
>me of them plead the Iw- 
*ffibiUty of the Sup^fd, yet 
id experience hath confirm'd 
le matter, and clearly de- 
lonftrated how the Church of 
\me in fundry inftances has 
>anoniz'd the broadeft Impiety 
or Virtue, and Jujiice ; nay, 
or that excefs of Virtue which 
hey call s!Merit, 

K 1 And 



And hence it is^ chat the 
Idolizers of ^IMmarchy with 
equal Flattery have attributed 
the (ame Prerogative to T««- 
ford Princes, making their de* 
terminations a fidflick Confci* 
ence, and their Edicts Etemd 
Truth : and generally all thofe 
Monftrous Opinions, and In- 
jurious Ablurdities concerning 
the Notion of Good, and EVtl, 
which at this day difturb the 
World, have taken their Rife 
and Meafures from the (on- 
troyerfies of (?(pwe. 

But 



i . 



But then Secondly, 'Tis de- 
plorably manifeft, with what 
Cmfufions , Ohjcmt'm , and 
Difiortims they have darkned 
and peplex'd the mod natu- 
ral and neceflary Rules and 
preicriptions of JMordity : and 
we have now many Volumns 
extant to maintain thisCharge 
againft them. 

The only natural Spring 
and Foundation of all the 
good Offices of Humanity is 
certainly Loye , which is a 
conflant thirft and endeavour 

K 2 ' of 
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of being largely henefkial , of 
excending all our Qtfacitiesj to 
the fervice of our brethren; 
9uc now inftead of this Df* 
yine fr'mciple of all our cMvd 
JStms y the ^(omanifts intro^ 
duce a Spirit of Cruelty , an4 
barbarous Dmunm } their Do^ 
^/•>»f 5 and daily ^raSikes con^ 
tradiiSfc not only that efpedai 
Christian Trecept of Uwyerfd 
Qarityy but all the firft iem 
dernefs of Natural^jfiSiml 
they declare and profecute 
JVevenge ^nd Murder, not 

pnly 
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only in leipeft of nteer fit* 
cidations , and undetemitnabk 

Modes, but even of thick and 
palpable CcMradiHims accor^* 
ding to the cleared "HortlTem 
Judgement we can make j 
which we mud confels to be 
the only £,Kmm<{r^ next to ^* 
yeUtm which in this Climate 
we are. guided by. How un* 
neceffary have they made the 
exercife of Virtue and an Holy 
Lift by turning the abftlute 
Commands of God into Couh' 
fel and Jdmonition, by diftin- 

K 4 guifliing 
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^"^ Order of (P ' ""' ' 
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rdltyoioax Siviours Sermon oa 
the cMwmty whilft they make 
it appear pnly an Heroical Tlat* 
fgrtn of Com/els fpr the cMfhanf 
cfwly and retired. 

What an encouragement 
have the Vitious firom that 
unwanantable diflindtion of 
Siw, into ^ortd and VenuH ! 
elpecially when they make 
not only thofe fins Venial in 
their oT»n Nature which pro- 
ceed from Infirmity, Surre^im, 
firong ^affion, and Educatimy 
but the moft dreadful Catalogue 

of 
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of Jniquity that can be thought 
on, luch as ^Uffhentf^ fn* 
fhanatioHy Murder, Formoatimy 
^erfidioufnefsf irc» with fome 
little qualifications y muft be 
fum'd up under that foft d(- 
nominatm. 

What a Shop of j^uthmsifi 
JJcentmfnefs is their CafuiSticdi 
Diyinityl whereas Cafes of 
Cmfcience at the beft are but a 
Spurious Cott of Divinity, fot 
they being generally termina* 
ted on the loweji degree of 
goodnefs and Jufiice, arc no» 

thing 
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tilling but the tJofpitals of l4» 

j^'eand In^m Nature, fbme 

Charitahk Troyijms in Religion 

for declining Virtue. BuC in 

this pra^ical X>i\finity of the 

^(pmantfts there is ftich a fepa- 

ration o£Ends and JStions, fuch 

^ Confecrating of Villany by 

the ^oodm/s, or rather the Jn- 

tereft of the Intention^ and fiich 

fompa/fimate Circumftances to be 

jnet with among their DoHors 

to render the moft dreadful 

TranlgreflSons y?ig^^ and yenif 

4, to palliate and ihipifie the 

moft 



moft jufl: Remorfes of fre^ 
Jum^uous Sinners j fiich a Lati- 
titude of Uucleannefs in their 
Cafes cm the filfenth Qmrnand* 
menty where their determi- 
nations concerning ^leafure 
are many times as looie and 
Voluptuous as the DoArines 
of jirijiippus and Epicurus ; in 
a word, there is fuch a gene? 
i^l Tolitick compliance with all 
thofe Vttiaus Tempers by which 
that FaSiion is upheld, that if 
that be Chrtjlian ^l^eligion which 
they profefs, then the frote* 

Jiants 



Hants have nothing but Honefi 
Heathentfm to govern their 
Lives and /iStions by. 

The Third (PilUar of the 
hteBeElual World which the (?(o- 
mam have disordered, is Ciyil 
Government, 

And this of late hath been 
Co common an Argument 
both from Tdpit and 9refs, 
and is (6 notorioufly evident 
both from their Bftahlijhed Do* 
BinneSy and continual ^ra^ees, 
that a very few obfervations, 
and ^{emen^ances may be 

thought 



thought 



m 

this UaJ. '° '^PUC 

^'"^nsl^^ '""^ tie 
""S and r'j''"^ "' ^e ^ 
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I. By perplexing its ttue No' 
ion and fundamental ^fe. 

Ic is well known Kow the 
varm pretenflons of (J{me a- 
^ainft the power of Trinces in 
Ucclefeaftical matters hath in- 
$aged its Champions on the di' 
(Dinution and "Vilifying even 
of their Temporal Jurifdifiion 
too ; and encouraged them 
to make all CiVtl So^eraignty 
precarious and depending, 
either on the WiH of the Tope^ 
that Monftrous head of Anar< 

chjT} 
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chy J or on the pleafure. of d 
Multitude, that Monflrous 2 
dy of Confufion : whence th( 
Political Writings are eve 
where full of large Pleas 1 
^[(ebellmy of fpecious Coloi 
and Incitements for Jmbitl 
and /ifpiring Men j whilft i 
flead of the Solemn Ordinance 
God, the Haturaly Jewip>yZ. 
Christian Dodrine ofSubjeBi 
they h ave amufed the W.oi 
with groundlefs 6c imagina 
forms of Empire, withfiibt 
and pernkiops Schemes 

Stri 
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rife, Pride, and eternal Dif^ 
rd: and we may with much 
rtainty averr, that all thole 
'w Contentions in our late dark 
e, concerning CiVil Authority^ 
fre and in whom the Supreme 
Wr ftiould be placed, what 
IS its Original^ its Nature^ its 
dent ? how far Obedience was 
quired, in what circumftan- 
s it ceafed^ when rejyiance be^- 
me a Duty^ and fach like 
:travagancies of Stated mad- 
fs / were nouriflied and 
laintained by Jefuitical T>i* 
. L JlinHions j 
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litti^ions.'f pamcu|liarl<j( „ tJbj^ 
ccetence of majaaa u& o 

U. They have weakned'd! 

the neccffary and eilential 5f 
curities of QVil Goiymnment. 

All the (J^ional fecurity thai 
is in Government arifes, 

I. From the H^ttral Confd 

enceof Good and Evil, of Jii 
(lice and Equity, feated ine 
very Subj«<5l:s Breaft. 

II. Fronc 



Curl 

' I L Iftcfttt the Chii' Cmfeif 
be obUgatfiott of an Oak 
M (6t ^ FifB Smpifi/i 

*»*« 6f their F6p0. An<i al* 
h<»tigh^ that whieh Wc catt 
he Cm^ Ctfw/^rWice, wliich a^ 

L 1' riles 



C i4« 3 

rifes from the obligation of at 
OiUhy depends chiefly on th( 
' tidturdoiiey [^ for he who ha 
not a prhnary Scnce of goot 
and evil as he (lands in ^latm 
to God, will have little r^ar< 
to his Coyenants with Man 
when either his hterefl^hh Taj 
fion or his Humor fhall folic 
to the contrary^yct have the 
attempted by farther Eyajm 
perfectly to deftroy the Tt?k 
defign of an Oath , notwiti 
ftanding the Remonftrano 
of 'Natural Confcience ; an 

th: 
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that either in preventing its 
ever taking hold of men, by 
their Dk)6trihe of Equivocation ; 
or elfe in {hifcing off its Force 
and Authority by the Vt^- 
fations of their Popes. And is it 
hot an amazingSubjedt to con- 
fider, that that AEi which the 
Heathens had in fuch mighty 
Reverence, which Cicero calls 
: X ^ligious Affirmation in the fre^ 
fence of ^ody t\\Q Divinity of 
faith , which is taken with 
that dreadful Solemnity of 
calling on the Almighty to be 

L 3 an 



Ml iaH»e<^ia» Aifer^ of the 
Truth and ^n Aycugpr of tJie 
Perjury, ao4 which God hisr 
ielf bath cpfi^etcend^d to a» 
a S^mty to his qwo Verae^^ 
that I iay this Comfmdtsm of 

■ 

^hw ^orjf2'i/> fliould lay iu» 
more real Tie, aad Kefttsuoe 
on Men, through the Di/^ 
^ionfy ^ferl/esy and ferwifft* 
GUioi^^imy than the Dreftffis 
f>f Bondage , or the \m» 
ginary Chains of layers ! la 
f word, the wh^ civU Con* 
fiitutioa of ^n^M, and of o* 

the? 
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tKttr Ooiifltttes in our Circum- 
ftaite&s iis according to the 
l^Ticiples of the f^maniftsy 
h5 bthtr than a Confederacy 
ai'd an ^agreement o'f fibers : 
for thfey hbld that wfe have lio 
S^y lio Si^eBs, no Tarlia^ 

^eti, no Lttifs, no LiUrtiesy 
tltti'fh:(pertits :atid indeed none 
dFthfeK^ft, becauj^ not the 

That ilich are the ^mm 
fWndpfej, their continual Trea? 
fins and Cbnfiiracief fufficient^ 
tf Ifvidehcfe, elpeciaily this 

L 4 iat@ 



late Hellifh Tloty the difcoyi 
2ind preyeru'ton of which ha 
in a manner engrolTed tl 
whole Wifdom and Htitted Sa^ 
city of (iicceflive ^arliamera 
and yet the Vein rans deep fti 
the ama:^ment is ftill^e^t ev 
on the aipahened Senfe of t 
Nation. Surely our Enem 
thought to entitle Heayen 
their Plot, even by placing 
fo low j as thofe who dig t 
yond the Centre are faid to c 
upiffards. The unfolding 
this Con/piracy feems a bufin 

t 
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too mfi>eildy for the rafhtiefs of 
Hafty it requires the flow ad* 
varices of working En^meSy and 
a temperate S)eteBm ; that its 
pure, unmingled iii^/ice may 
be drawn out with leiiiire 
and obiervation , and all 
Mankind may have a Calm 
and Judicious view of the 
whole Jnatontj^ of its Difcove- 

Surely our Natiyes without 

a For^^» degeneracy, without 

an Importation of Sin, could ne- 

Ycr have been guilty to fuch a 

Forlornnefs, 
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Ikje litfve entailed ^^{mj^tip^ 

of Miitthdr t This is W- 
tt^ €[]j^riwe to b(it-fm ♦rtWili- 
^^,to appear Innocent, by bts- 
itfig t6 ftich exceis,! ^ufnane. 

H^ thmlA be t6ritriSyed a- 
gakift, fo Jfi/7, (fbJii^d/i(; St 
K*f . For 
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For tnou^ his yoiuiger 
years came xou^ly on amadft 
die Rage and Fury of a (jvH 
War I thougli He had been 
juflly exaipecaced wkh the 
moft Barbarous Murder of a 
"Pathor; the bed of fathers; 
the beft of i(?>^il that we 
badieaibn to expe^ his re* 
turn like that of a Gyant ve* 
frelbed with Wine, hilaii iof 
dignation, Revenge > and 
Slaughter, yet has he mki 
our Kingdom as fame Anget is 
^ppoied to nAe a S^hen ; hh 

Govern* 



Government has been as gen- 
tie as chat of an JntelUgenceyix)d 
his EdiAs as mild as the Laws 
of Reafbn. When he might 
have called down Fire from 
Heaven on his unnatural Sub- 
jeSiSy he chofe to fend up In* 
cmfe thither J and has not fo 
much ^unipf^d as Attond for 
their ^beUhns. And behold ! 
when he was labouring to u- 
nite all Europe, to foften the 
incomplyances <£ Jnned Em- 
pires , and to reconcile the 
Jeakufies of ^omr , that he 

himfelf 
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himfelf fhould be made the 
piblick Marky and the Ceffatm 
abroad only giveleiflire to the 
Treacheries of his own Court ! 
whilft the Amhttms and the 
Cruel lye embofbm'd in the 
Love and Security of theirS/^oe^, 
are honoured with Tanegyrich 
and Triumphal Arches -j as if 
only an o^e» War could Fence 
off fecret Treafons , as the 
^lapte is faid to keep out 
all other Dijiempers ; and that 
Clemency, that great property 
that di(lingui(hes a King o* 



JHettiiem ^ King, o^ !Sei^^ 
t4»ftilfU, aoirabthc 




DOuikimI tberrtiQES fia> 9^ 

ButJteveib haxky vikh n* 

ow^ i^w|. is too'DiSiir atpleJgjtto 
be delivered o¥ec to the^ Eut y 
e^ 3Xk Jlfaffnate-: He v^ho>msis 
^roce^d by d^e /^«iJr; of aa 

Oak, 



ik^ cannQC be IdkX&f^tc i)$ir 

^ghty : fo 1>ay'td could ne¥ir 
kve£iln>by ^ Sptat oi Saul, 
s his ^kf^fmm was uphdij 

e MountaicKiJ of Gilhdt \lm 
Mik,. amib cks^ I^liabicaiits 
cheHks teJQ^^ibcbciioki 
iiMnofl: 9htcioMs6a3Kwi^fti]i 
^es .' andi may he /^V^ to 
Qw. oM in Empive, co-bt)^ 
SiNadooc: wivh Jgtd f^tmk, 
maJoft hisi CoMeadi:.fliii < wils» 
r the experience oi Im^l^im^ 



" -; ^ 
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^s, and all ^oHerity amazed 

with the Hiftory oH his^roteSli- 

9ns. 

The lail Mar and Foundif 

tim of the hUelkSiaal World, 
which the <!{manifts have dif- 
ordeied, is ^ligion. 

Having already manifefted 
how the ^^manifls have cor- 
rupted (2^m/o», defaced JMo- 
rality , and undermined G$- 
yemment, our laft Topic, <I(e- 
%w», ( of which thefe three 
are no inconfiderable®rd«c/?wJ 
mayieemin a great meaiurc 

tc 



I 

to have been already hand- 
led 5 but however there is 
3, peculiar confideracion refer^ 
ved for this head which confifls 
in charging them withthofe 
impious and intolerable /^^«/^i 
which they have offered to 
DiVme (^Velation and the Ho' 
ly Scriptures in general : For 
what Difjiculties , Ohfcurities^ 
and uncertainties have they 
afcribedto that Eajie, ferfpi^ 
cuous , and Infallible Rule I 
that they might deter the 
^rotejiants from making it 

M theif 
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their Canoriy and idvance their 
own unwritten Traditms into 
its place ? they efteem our 
Tranjlated 'Bihlt to be only an 
y^ylum for Heretichy and Schif' 
matichy a Refuge for the Dis- 
obedient and Runagate, where 
they may fhelter themfelves 
under doubtful Texts , grow 
obftinatein theitamn Interfre* 
tationsy and revile the Autho- 
rity of the Qath(dicK Omrch , 
It is reported that there was 
once held a Conjult in ^me 
whether they fliould expunge 

all 



ill St. fatds Epiftles, as be- 
ing tfae noted Mint of 8e* 
perating DoBrinet j nay, they 
account the whole Body 
of the Scriptures the ittoft 
fmkious Engines that itien 
coold ever haye been in- 
trnfted wich .' and he who i(e- 
rioofly confidefs thofe Jnciiffti^ 
ues and im^^es which they 
have G^ upoA thkife Sacrei V(f 
Itmrts will be apt to believe 
that fome of them at Icaft arc 
icarce agreed among them- 
felves, whether their Original 

Ml was 



3V^ from H^ayan or firoiti 

mi 

What Provocations, what 
Warrants are Hich hints as 
thefe to a Wioitf j(ge I What 
confidence and fecurity will 
the Anti'Scripturifi afTunie, 
when he ftiall refte^ how 
thole who pretend to have 
had the fole Qiftody of the 
Scri^ure-Canon\ and to have 
been the great guardians of 
^yelatm ever fince the Apo- 
ftles times, (hall be found to 
Jlightj Contemriy and ^lafpheme 

thole 
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thofe reverend Truths ? what 
havock oiQjriJlian ^li^ion muft 
that Man make in whom Origi* 
nal Sin fliall chance to be ini- 
proved and made, hold by Edw 
catiorty Cujlonty Habit, and the 
applaufe office; be made pow- 
erful and Eloquent by the 
advantages of Wit arid ^arts ; 
and efpecially when he {hall 
have his Jr^ument recommen- 
ded to him by the Learning and 
^Merits of a Cardind, by the 
Authority of the ^^^ans See J 

n I If 



If we now look back ^ad 
take a Purvey of cho(e ^(uines 
which I havf! Ofily fomtgd ac, 
what a LancMup of Ikfwm 
ty will the InUlkiiml WimrU^ 
pear^ fuch a Co^^ySan, (Uch? 
C&<«^i a$ nothing bue «n ^« 
fmg/?f)i Wtjdom can bring it to 
the beauty of Qrd^r again, no* 

thing but a CiVdCr^'m con 
re'eflablifh ic : and ahho we 
cannot but acknowle4git a 
juU Judgment of God upon us, 
yet I hope I have demonllra- 
;ed how the Tapifts have been 

phe 
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the immediate Executisners \ as 

the 'DeVtl himielf is (aid to be 

fubfer vicnt to the ends of "Pro* 

Videnee in thofe very ABions 

wherein he intends nothing 

but his o'^n 3ialice ; and if 

ever we hope to fettle the 

VounUc^ions of the IntelkSlual 

World amongft us, we muft 

with true Courage and ^eal, 

with Heart and Soul renounce 

all manner of To^ry^ not on» 

ly that which is openly pro-: 

feflcd in their known and 

Commm DoBrims, but alio that 

• M 4 which 
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which is (ecrctly difguiz'd ii^ 
SeSis and FaSlms, 

Yet let this d'tfmal Suryey 
which I have now given be 
noobje<£tion tp the goodneis 
of God and the Promifes of 
Chrift, for (iiiFering the little 
^mnant of his ^ligion to be 
almofl devoured and under- 
min'd by the Tyranny and 
Craft of Jnti-ChnH : whilft 
by the Coutroyerfies of the 
Church our Saviour only exa- 
jnines the fomdnefs of our 
f^ith, and by the AffliUms 

of 



of it the Sincerity of our 
Loye. 

For God be praifed we have 
flill (bme amongft us who 
can, and dare aCTert the ju{( 
Prerogative of ^afon, and 
maintain its ample fubfcrvi-r 
cncy to Religion , both to 
make void the neceffity of an 
Infallible Qhair, and to curb 
the extravagancies of Bnthu- 
ftafm : the Clamors and Noifrs 
of Sceptical men, have only 
taught their (^afon its furefi 

gmrdf brought ic out of its 

Bclipfe, 



Eciiffcy and awakened it into 
a fuHer Orb of Evidence. 

Alio tlie pure and inimacu' 
late Rules of Moral ff(^htemj* 
nefs dill fhine in our praSicd 
Divinttji^^ where the ^reSpts 
oT Chrift are faithfully inter^ 
preted to their utmefl TerfeSH- 
m^ and their utm<^ perfe^on 
is made our Rule and "Duty. 

Goyernment has its peculiar 
Royalty in the Do<Shrines 
our Church , it has a 11' 
tie in other Places, but a 
true Emj^e here, in our Cm- 

Jiitutions 
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Siitutiorts cho not in bur Prj^ 
^ices. Religion and Loyalty 
go hand in hand, R.khteoul» 
nefs and Peace eni£race cadi 
T» Here thc^i»<e Chur^ 




of Chrift is our EBahliJhed 
Center, and Oh that the Civil 
golfer were its juH Circle of 
J)efeHC€. 

Here laftly Divine (?(eVf/rf* 
tio» enjoys its full Splendor 
and Reverence, in its tranp,a» 
ted Form, 'tis a Millar of Fire, a 
C/o«^ without any D^^p/5, the 
Immediate ^re fence of the Lord 

both 
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C »7* ] 
both tocwtift^ us, and Jeci 

us yiOoryi by ifWf alone i 
can hope to withfbuid t 
Birji of the Z^<tf WW , the C^< 
of HeU, and <P/oti of fapiU 
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F I K I $ 



E R R A T A. 

ppill. pige 2. 1. 7. r. Expreffion. p. 94. '• ^o- r* ^a< 
*^*«^. p. ^7' !• 9. r. Sty. p. S»- K 8- r. lofc p. 85. 1. 
deUHlM. p.9<.L9. r. C^- p. n^.l. x.r. Axioms 
l^i.l, •/># r R«w#»t p. 17^^ h «3« add of. 
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